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Synopsis

Karen Davis wrote Prisoned Chickens, Poisoned Eggs in the mid-1990s to focus attention on the
billions of chickens buried alive on factory farms. The book was a catalyst for animal rights activists
seeking to develop effective strategies to expose and relieve the plight of chickens. United Poultry
Concerns campaign in the 1990s to reveal the U.S. egg industry s cruel practice of starving hens to
force them to molt their feathers and cut the cost of egg production was decisive in shifting
advocacy attention to chickens and the hidden causes of Salmonella and Campylobacter food
poisoning. This new edition documents what has happened since the book first appeared the
waging of high-profile campaigns to get rid of battery cages for laying hens, undercover
investigations exposing the appalling cruelty to chickens and turkeys by poultry industry workers,
globalization of chicken production and its effect on the environment and spread of avian influenza,
and how farm animal sanctuaries have become key players in debunking industry myths with
truthful accounts of the sensitive and intelligent birds being brutalized in the name of food. It also
effectively explains why these birds are so ill, why eating them makes people sick, and what can be

done to cure the pathology of the modern poultry industry.
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Customer Reviews

Chickens don’t get no respect.... But the fact is that the suffering of commercially raised poultry is
the world’s largest animal welfare problem. And because the demand for chicken meat and eggs
continues to rise at an astounding rate, the problem is getting worse rather than better. For every

baby seal that is clubbed to death, 30,000 chickens will die in the United States; for every dog



euthanized in an animal shelter, 3,000 chickens will die; for every animal used in a biomedical
experiment, 150 chickens will die; and for every game rooster that dies in cockfight, 9,000
commercial broilers will be killed for the culinary pleasure of Americans. Further, in the United
States, commercially raised chickens, turkeys, and ducks are excluded from coverage under either
the Animal Welfare Act or the Humane Slaughter Act.In the newly revised edition of Prisoned
Chicken, Poisoned Eggs: An Inside Look at the Modern Poultry Industry, Karen Davis provides a
comprehensive overview of the history of the poultry industry, a natural history of chickens, and a
scathing critique of the ways that broiler chickens and battery hens live and die on modern factory
farms. The new edition contains hundreds of new references and current information on the bird flu
epidemic, genetic engineering of poultry, the expansion of the chicken industry, global warming, and
recent changes in the rearing and processing of commercial poultry.While, as the title suggests, this
is a book of animal advocacy, the information is up to date and accurate. Davis, who runs an animal
shelter for poultry, is director of United Poultry Concerns. She has spent over 20 years tirelessly

arguing that chickens merit our moral concern.
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